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Introduction to

OLD PLACES, NEW FACES

Flaces have to do with geography. In the Bibls we find God’s people
in many different places, both phvsically and spirtually, m thew relation-
ship o the Creator and Savier. We, like them, joumey through many lands
i our Chizstian walk. We move from chaes to crder, from Ur fo Canaan,
and from cbedisnce to disobedience. The gecgraphical locations of
Biblical characters can symbelically refer to places we find ourselves
with respect to our farth, As we become more acquainted with our spin-
tual geographv, we will better discern where God would have us go or
what changes we nead to make n crder fo serve Him better.

Nd Places, New Faces zeeks to make the stories and places of the
Bibla a reality m our lives today. It seeks to zet at the mlevant messages
for today as found m the pages of the Seriptures. This study relates to the
Bible az a book that speaks clearly about pressnt realities through stories
of the past. The Bibls 15 not only intended to give the readsr knowledze
about events and people m the past, but through these events and people,
mspire greater faith.

24 places from withon the Bible can come alive with present signif-
icance to mew faces—ithat 1z, ws. May tus be ttee for you as you use this

study.
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LESSON 1:

LIVING WITH CHAQOS
Location: The Uncreated World

The first “old place” we will lock at 15 the wiverse at its creation. The
point of this study 15 to help ws understand what these stores are telling
us about our hie and our God.

Most schelars belisve the creation account was wiitten to the exiled
Habraws m Babvloma. At the very least, 1 would have been a powerful
message to them about God’s ability and desire fo enter the world He
made 1n order fo brng crder out of chaos.

The A1zt chapter of Genesis was written not primanly as a history
about the beginning of the universe, but instead, to remind the people that
the Creator whe brought light imte the first darkness 15 the God whe cares
for us today. He wants o enter owr darkness and froublss to bring us
peace.

The creation account 15 infended to say more about present reality
than about the past This first chapter of the Bible infroduces the mam
character of the story (God), and hints that what He did then, He will do
agam. He will enter our froubled world to brmz us light, be concemed
with what happens on the sarth, and use His powsr fo biing peace in the
mudst of furmeodl.

This story 15 a sermen to theose m exile and to all whe are owver-
whelmed by the darkness and floodwaters of suffening. There 1= hope!
{zod has not forgotten His world or His people, and will act to halp thems,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:

EEAD GENESIS 1:1—2:4
1. Before God brought crder and life to creation, two elements were
present that causad chaos. What weare they? (Ses Geness 1:2)

2. How did God create the universe and bring crder and lifs from chaos?
(Genesis 1:3)

1. Do vou think this story relates m any way to the present day or to ouwr

hves?

Manv scholars think the first chapter of Genests was written during
the time of the Babvloman capivity (the sxile) when the Israslites
ware taken to Babyloma as slaves. Thew land and homes were
destroved by Mebuchadnezzar's mvading armoy, Much of Jerusalem,
mehiding Selomon’s beautiful templs, was destroved.

4. What message of hope does this chapter offer fo those captives whe
wondsred where God was when they were overwhelmed by dark-
ness i Babvloma?
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The end of the bock of Isaiah mav alse have been wiitten during the
pericd of Israsl’s exile in Babylomia. Fead the following passages
from Isaiah to see a sampling of this meszage:

__ Izaiah 42:5-6 __ Izaiah 43:1-5;

_ Izaiah 45:7-8, 12-13 _ T=aiah 51:12-16 and 60:1-2

5. What smulanties do the above varses from Isaiah have with the first
chapter of Geness?

Throughout the Scrptares, personal or commumity troubles and
c1151s are often desembed with metaphors of darkness and flood-

waters. Look at these two examples:
Tob 17:11-16 Psalm 6%:1-3, 15

6. What are those whe are sxperiencing darkness and the flood-waters
seekmng from God?

7. Whare 15 there darkness m vour hife”

Have vou aver felt hke vour ciroumstances ware like a flood of water

that was overwhelmmg vou?
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Diarkness 15 a part of every uman life, at least af tmes. Suffering and
troubles can sweep over us like floodwaters. But the creation story tells
us that the God whe brought light into the first darkness promiszes to
brimg light info ours. The God who tamed the cosmuc waters m the
beginming will tame the waters that mow engulf us. God 15 still in the
buzmess of entenng darkness through His miughty Word i crder to
bring light and hope to a roublad world. God contizmes fo shout, “Lat
thera be Lght!”

E. How maght remembering God’s work at creation help us as we face

troubles in the present?

od can help us i owr times of chaos and offer us strength to go on
with comzage. The first chapter of Genesis 13 2 pronuse that He will
also enter the darkness of today’s world with Hiz Word to create Life
and peaca.

CLOSING:
Fead FPzalm 67 aloud.
Sing and’or read the words of the hyvmn, Jesus, Savior, Pilor Me.

FEAYER:

Sovereizn Lord, darkness 15 a very real part of our lives. At times,
floodwaters engulf us. Gref and sadness are often our companions. Yet,
vou are alzo our companion. Help us to understand that yvou will not lat
the floed swallow us up. You will net lef the darkness overwhalm us. Fill
us with hope, even at the worst of imes, as we rest our thoughts on your
loving kindness and grace. We pray in Jesus” name, AMERN.
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LESSON &:

LIVING WITH GRACE
Location: The Atk

The keyv to the flood story 15 in Geunesis 7:1. The “yvou” m the phraze
“only vou are nghtecus” 13 singular, refarring to Weak This means seven
unrightecus people were saved from death even though they didm't
deserve 1f. The reason these saven were rescued 15 that they were family
miembers of the one nghteous man on earth and they had snough faith m
lum to accept s imwvitation to enter the ark.

This is a perfact example of our own spiriual jouwrney. We are sinners
like the seven and consequently face the pumshment of death, Yet, we
have a nghteous man who vites us to salvation becanse of what He did
with wood (2 cross). Because of baptism and contimued faith, we are a
member of Jesus” famuly, and as a resulf, have aceess to ths salvation.
Jesus mvites each of us on board. We can accept His mwvitation by faith,
a faith that God Himself creates in us by means of the Hely Spint work-
mg through the Word that the church proclaims and preaches.

It 13 misresting to note that another name for a chmuch sanctuary 1=
“mave,” which m Latm means “shop.” This creates an imzags of smmers
going to worship and entening the ark (like Mozh's fanuly) at the nght-
esons one’s (Jesus's) mvitation. It 1= essential that we enfer the worslup
place with a clear understanding that we are thers only bacause of the
grace of rod and His love for smners.

The storv of Moah's ark helps us see that it is simply emoneous to
thunk of the Old Testament as law and judgment and the Mew Testament
as gospel and gmrace. The tath of the matter 1z that both the Old and New
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Testaments contam law and gospel, mdgment and grace. It 15 this Old
Testament storv that proclaims the WNew Testament truth that people are
saved by grace through faith As we read this storwv, it 15 defficult not to
hear echoss from the future book of Fomans, “God demonstrates His own

lowve for uws im this: while we were smners, Christ died forus.”

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:

EEAD GENESIS 6:5-T:

1. What was the general disposition of humanity toward God at the
time of Moah (Genesiz 6:5, 11-12)7

What was God's judzment for such wide-spread viclence and cor-
rupiion (Cenesis 6:7)7

[

3. According to Genesis 6:18, how many people were zaved from the
flood? Who were thev?

4. How many of those on the ak were righteous and dezsrving of then
salvation” (Hint the “you™ 1 Genesiz 7:1 15 singular in the Hebrew)
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5. Whe do you identify with in the storv: MNeah or one of lus passzan-

gers’
Thmk about 15, and then read the following:

Fiomans 3:10-12

Foomans 3:23

6. What are the consequances of our sin? In other words, what do we
deserve (Bomans 6:23a)7

Who 15 the Noah m our Life, the righteous one whe makes salvation
possible for us i spite of ouwr unworthiness (see Romans 5:9-10)7

EEAD PHILIPPIANS 2:1-11
E. What are the smmilanities between knowmg MNoah and “knowing
Christ Jesus™ (Pulippians 3:8)7

9. When God saved MNeoaly's family, how were grace and faith inveolved?

10, How are grace and farth mwolved m God saving us teday?
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EEAD 1 PETER 3:20-21

The ark of Moah's time 15 2 gzood mage for baptism, through which we
ascape the consequences of cur sin. However, m the Larze Catechizm
Luther states, “Tt does happen that we slip and fall out of the slup [here
baptism 1= the ark]. If anybody doses fall out, he should immediataly head
for the slup and cling fo it untl he can climb aboard agam and sail on 1t
as he has done before.”

11. Does Luther say evervone who 15 baptized will forever remamn

saved?

12, How moght one climb back onto the ark after “fallmg off 7™ That 1=,
how can we regain the benefits Christ won at the c1oss and zave us

i baptism when we fall away?

EEAD EPHESIANS 1:5-9

Mozh wvited people onte the ark m order that they might be saved.
Those zaven who trusted him sscaped the flood and certam dsath even
though they were smners and deserved to die like evervone else. Thev had
farth m Moak's words and were rescued in spite of their unworthmess,

What Weak did 15 an example of God’s grace. God loves people even
though thew do not deserve 1t. Faul savys that we. too, are zaved by grace
through faith. We have a nghieous man (Jesus Chiist) whe mvites us to
escape what we dessrve. Baphism 15 the velucle by which He gracioushy
puts ws on board His ship, and repentance 15 the means by which we
remain on board. Thanks be to God for His zalvation!
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CLOSING:
Fead Pzalm 103:8-18 together
Singz and/or read the bvoon, dmazing Grace.

FEAYER:

Heavenly Father, thank vou for not dealing with us according to what
we deserve. Thank vou for vour grace. Thank vou for loving us and res-
cuing us from sm and death even though we are sinmers. How sweet yvour

precions grace 1s to us, Lord. AREN.
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LESSON 11:

LIVING WITH A REAL GOD
Location: Bethel and Peniel

Even though Jacob grew up with parents who were believers mn the
one fue God, if seems he did nof think of God as a living personality like
hus parents had Without a doubt, Jaceb had heard mouch about God from
his parents and had taken part in varions religions ceremonies and riials
that honored God. It seems from today’s lesson, however, that he had not
vet come to think of the Almighty in persenal terms. He had not vet
encomisred the Iming God 11 a real way

At Pemel, which means “the face of God,” Jacob encounters God
a dovmamic wav for the fivst time m hos life. This 15 shown by Jacob's su-
prize that God was so close and real, and by God's need to mbroduce
Himsalf

When God states that He is the God of Abraham and Isaac, it 15 obvi-
ons that Jacob's name has been omutted Even though God had alwavs
been 1 the boy’s life, JTacch had not vet conceived of Him as bemg real
or personal, and had net vet deliberately begun to relate fo or follow Him,
In this encounter, Jacol tells God he will follow Him He wants God to
guide and protect lum on ks jowmney away from lus fammly,

When voung people zrow up in the chureh, their expernience iz offen
similar to Jacob's. That 15, they first leam the 1ifuals their church prachices
and then acquire mformation and facts zbout God. Hopefully they will
personalize their faith later on by shifhng the olject of that faith from
mformation and mtuals to the person of Jesus Chiist.
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One problem, however, 15 that many times young people grow nfo
adulthood without matwing mio the stage where they relate to God a3 2
rezl, living bemng mstead of simply relating to the choreh wath its doctiine
and rituals. As a result, their faith remams shallow and empty.

If thus fansference of faith from facts and ntuals to the risen Lord
Jesus fails to ocour, there 15 a greater hikelihood that the person will not
find enough value or interest in the Christian faith to continue in it. But 1f
a person encounters God as a personal, present companion and a helpful
resourece i difficult times, his farth will most likely develop into 2 1ich
and valuable freasure that zrves direction and meaning to all other arsas
of lus hifa.

This distinetion mught be simular to 2 marriage counselor whe has
accumulated a vast amount of information about male-female relation-
ships and marriage. This person mav have an extensive library contaiming
mest of the books ever wntten on the subject. Maybe she's aven read
avery book twice.

However, suppose this coumsalor 15 not marred and doesn’t have a
significant relatonship with amvone of the opposits sex. By har ovm adnors-
sion, she 15 lomely but too busy to develop an mtmmate relationslup with
amyons.

Of what value 15 the mformation the maniage coumselor has acguired
when she faces personal gnef, difficulties m hifs, or sadnessT None. But
an intimate relationship with a2 spouse could be of great benefit in 2l of
these ciroumstances. Books cammeot fouch a person with affectionate
warmth. Informaton cannot show compassion. Facts cannot comfort one’s
grieving or share in one’s jov. But living personalities can

In the same way, knowmg about God has outed benefits, wlule per-
sonally knowing God and His intimate presence 1z both hfe-giving and
comforiing.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:

EEAD GENESIS 28:10-12

At Bethal, Jacob meets the real God. He 15 alone at mght, swround-
ed by darkness. Jacob was siwrounded by emetional and mental datkness
as well. He 1= fleeing from lus brother Esau, whe wants to kill hom
(Genasis 27:410. It 15 at Bethel that he encounters the Almughty as he
leaves everyvtlung that 15 dear fo him behind.

1. At Bethel, how did God mtroduce himszalf {Geneziz 28:13)7 What
seems to be missing”

This was apparently Jacob's first encoumter with the living God. Up
to this point, His “relationship with the Lord™ mav have only been a
ralationslop with the stories that were told to him or nformation he
had learmed about God from his parsnts. Here Jacob begins to rec-
ognize that the God of hus fathers is alive and active in human Lifs,

How does Genesiz 28:20-2]1 betray that this was a new expern-
snce for Jacob?

[

3. What 15 the difference betweean a religious faith that sses itself
only as related to facts, stones, and mformation, and a farth that
sees 1self a5 2 relationship to a iving person”
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What differance did Jaceb's encounters with God probably make in
ks ife as he faced dark or difficult situations later?

Examine your own faith, Do vou think vour faith 15 mamly a mla-
tionship with doctunes and information about God, 2 melationslup
with the living person Jesus, or a2 muxture of the two? If vou grew up
i the church, vou began with a relatonship to information told o
vou by others (as did Jacob). Our faith becomes stronger and alive
when we encounter the living God through our own expenience. Have
vou ever encountared God in a real way? If so, what did 1t do for your
farth?

EEAD GENESIS 32:11-31

a.

Jacob called the place where he wrestled with the angel Peniel, mean-
mg the “face of God.” The image of “face,” referring to God, reminds
us that God 15 a iving person. Where 1z Peniel today? Where 15 1f that
we, personally, can wrestle with the living God and see His face?

The Bible 15 often seen as a book holding a lot of informaton. If that
15 all we get from it, we have missed the whele pomt God's Word 1=
one of today’s Pendels. It 15 there that we can encounter not just
stories, but a living God. It 15 twough the Word that Jesus opens ouwr
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8.

eves to see Him. The place where Jacob saw the vision of the ladder
was called by him Bethel, meaning the “house of God™ He was
astomished fo discover that God humself inhabited such a smmple,

common place.

Jacob's comment at Bethel was, “Surely God 1z 1 thus place and I did
not know 1t How might his observation be appropriate for us as we

hear the scriptures and receive commmion m clurch on Sunday?

Why do vou think we have 2 hard fime sesing Chnst i the reading
and hearing of the Word and m the receiving of the bread and wina?

Jacob wiestled with the living God When he was done, he had an
iy that cansed him to walk differently for the rest of us hifs. Ifwe
do not come to know God as a living person, our faith will probably
net fransform us, I however, we begin to comprehand His real pres-
ence 1 the Word and sacraments, we, like Jacob, will walk differant-

Iy for the rest of our lives.
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9. What difference might knowing God as a living person have for a
Christian whe had only previously known facts or stories about Him?

CLOSING:
Fead John %:1-7 and 35-41 together
Sing and/or read the hyvmon, Open My Eves, Lord

FREAYER:

Open owr eves, Lord. Help us to see that faith in vou 15 move than doc-
frines about vou or empty rituals. Enable us to see vou move clsarky and
Tecognlze vour presence 1n even the most mumdane of clrenmsfances.
Dieepen cur faith m you! We pray in Jesus’ name, AMEN.
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LEADER’S NOTES
LESSON 1:

LIVING WITH CHAOS
Location: The Uncreated World

SESSION OBJECTIVES:

1. Toidentify the darkness and floodwaters present in our oo lives.

2. To zee the creation story m Genesis as a promuse that the Geod whe
ereated order from chaos n the beginming 15 working in the darkness
and floodwaters of vou lives now in order to bring peace and hife.

1. To recogmize that just as God's Word was the mstrument through
which God ereated the wmverse and brought ordsr out of chaos,
God’s Ward (waitten and spoken) is the primary means by which God
brings peace to ow present darkness/flocd/chaos.

CGETTING STABRTED (optonal activity):

Show evervone an object (like 2 book or something of that size).
Then distribute blindfelds and have svarvons put them on. When no one
can see, put the object somewhere 1 the room where they could never
find 1t with blindfolds on. Tall the group that the objective of this game i
to find the object vou showed them, whoch 15 now ludden semewhere m
that room.

Have svervone stand and furm around in 2 complete ciacle five times,
This should disorent them. Then tall them fo find the object. Fenund
them o go very slowly with thewr hands ahead of them so nobody will be
lomt. After 2 faw munutes tell evervone to stop and remark on how it falt
to experisnce chaes.

Meow gmde them to the hidden book through your words. Tell each
person when and where to tumy, 1if they need to go straight, ete. until they
are all able to locate the object. You may need to lead participants through



